Dharmika Parishad under Sec 152 of the Act and the Tribunals under Sec
161 of the Act are close to the recommended National Tribunals in the C.P.
Ramaswamy lyer commission's report.

For example the Commission has recommended that dispute of
succession in Mutts be referred to theTribunal and Act 33 of 2007 gives
such powers to the Dharmika Parishad through amended Sec Act 55 of the
Act. The Commission recommended that there should be qualifications
for both hereditary archakas and hereditary trustees and this had been taken
care through amended Sec. 34. and Sec 17 of the Act. The Commission
Strongly recommended that unless specifically given to any particular per-
son in or connected with a temple or mutt all gifts and offerings are, and
should be, the property at the disposal of the insitution; the amended Sec
144 along with the scheme concept is as per the recommendation of the
Commission.lt is also pertinent to note here that amended act 33 of 2007 is
also on the basis of justice Rama Jois Committee which recommended
amendments to the Karnataka Endowments Act (which is yet to be amended)
and whose report was read by the Andhra Pradesh Select Committee be-
fore formulation their recommendations. Over 40 Peetadhipathis who con-
gregated in Tirumala for the Hindu Dharma Prachara Sadas in
Peetadhipathis who congregated in Tirumala for the Hindu Dharma Prachara
Sadas in June 2008 resolved that the Jois Committee recommendations
should be implemented all over the country and we should have a Dharmika
Parishad in every State. Justice Jois committe consisted of 15 members
with three of them being sitting judges. Justice jois himself is an eminent
Jurist and currently a Rajya Sabha member.

In summary the state of Andhra Pradesh can be proud to have
enacted Act 33 of 2007 to bring its Endowments Legislation very close to
the recommendations of the C.P. Ramaswamy lyer commission Report thus
making it a model legislation for the entire country. In this connection we
would also like to point out that the Governments of India has a common
Walk Act for the entire country with the State Governments having the
power to constitute a State Level Walk Boards. The State of Andhra Pradesh
is also the first state to have constituted a Walk Board as per the provisions
of the 1995 Wakf Act. Similarly we think Act 30/87 as a amended by Act
33 of 2007. and based on C.P.Ramaswamy lyer Commission Report can
be the basis for the National Endowments Act for Hindu Religious Institu-
tions in the future as this is part of the Concurrent List Item No. 28 of the
List Il of Seventh Schedule of the Consitution., The Government of India
should work towards this noble goal so that Temples nationwide are uni-
formly administered and such experimentation and mistakes such as the
30/87 legislation can be avoided thus protecting Hindu Temples all over
the country. Fkk
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The Supreme Court Tuesday opined that a man and a woman

living together without getting married could not be construed as an
offence.

"When two adult people want to live together what is the offence?
Does it amount to an offence? Living together is not an offence. It cannot
be an offence" observed a Bench of Chief Justice K.G. Balakrishnan and
Justices Deepak Verma and B.S. Chauhan.

The Court said even Lord Krishna and Radha lived together
accordif3g to mythology.The Bench said there was no law which prohib-
ited a live-in relationship or premarital sex. The court was reserving judge-
ment on a special leave petition field by actor Kushboo seeking to quash
22 criminal cases filed against her after she allegedly endorsed pre-marital
sex in interviews to various magazines in 2005.

The judges grilledthe counsel for some of the complainants and
repeatedly stressed that the perceived immoral activities could not be
branded an offence. Counsel argued that her comments would adversely
affect the minds of young people leading to decay in moral values and
country's ethos. "Please tell us what is the offence and under which Sec-
tion?". Living together is a right to life" the court said, apparently referring
to Article 21 which grants right to life and liberty as a Fundamental Right.

The Bench further said the views expressed by Kushboo were
personal. "How does it concern you? We are not bothered. At the mostitis
a personal view. "How is it an offence? Under which provision of the law".
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12.1t is resolved to authorize the Chairman to constitute the Sub-
Committee.

The above Resolutions were released to the Press by the Endow-
ments Commissioner, Sri. P. Sunder Kumar IAS. who is the Member Sec-
retary of the Dharmika Parishad.

The Government also followed this up by taking stern steps in
appointing a young and dynamic Commissioner of Endowments recently
on whom there are high expectations. It is going to be an uphill task to
discipline an unruly department which has tasted tremendous power under
the old Act and is now not ready to relinquish it and is continuing to scheme.
Still there is tremendous hope among the devotees and the archaka com-
munity that finally theAndhra Pradesh Dharmika Parishadwhich has
very eminent personalities will be able to protect our Temples and also do
justice to the impoverished archaka familes.

For over 40 years though forgotten, one of the most comprehen-
sive Commission report on Temple administration running in to 524 pages
16 chapters and 20 appendices remained unopened. The Commission spent
3 years meeting people from different sections in the entire length and
breadth of the country. We are talking about'tReport of the Hindu
Religious Endowments Commissionalso mentioned as C.P. Ramaswamy
lyer Commission Report.

The C.P. Ramswamy lyer Commissioner's report unlike the Challah
Kondiah Commission's reoport was not biased and had no preconceived
notions. The appointment of the C.P. Ramaswamy lyer Commission was
announced on the 1st March, 1960 when Shri Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
Nehru was the Prime Minister and its first meeting was held in New Delhi
on the 5th march 1960, The final report of the Commission was submitted
on 31.5.1962.

..... The legislation recommended by the committee relates to top-
ics which appertain to the Concurrent List. Where State legislation has
already been undertaken and carried out, the suggestions that we make will
supersede the provisions of the local legislation where they are inconsis-
tent with our recommendations. Where States have not passed legislation
regarding religious endowments the provisions that we have recommended
will be embodied in a statute which will apply suo moto to those States in
guestion unless and until they pass legislation carrying out the objectives
of our recommendations..... (P.31)

The amendment Act 33 of 2007 was motivated by the C.P.
Ramaswamy lyer Commission report and the concept of the Andhra Pradesh
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for welfare measures. Government would also rationalise tenancy of
temple lands and rent of shops to improve temple revenues by March
31, he said. Temple Protection Movement convener M.V.
Soundararajan said Sanskirit should be taught in all temples to propa-
gate Vedic and spiritual knowledge to foster good thought, peace and
harmony in society. Endowments commissioner Sundar kumar,
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams Chairman D. Adikeshavulu Naidu,
EO I.Y.R. Krishna Rao were also present.

IN the first Meeting of Dharmika Parishad Held on 16.12.2009 at
Jubilee Hall. The following forward thinking resolutions were passed.

1.Endowments Department shall make efforts to co-ordinate their
activities with T.T.D. to make them more and More effective and wide-
spread.

1.Training modules to Archakas and secular employees shall be
prepared and training imparted in a phased manner.

3.The role of Veda pandits shall be reviewed in the Temple and
make them more active.

4.Propagation of Sanskrit language in a simple format to be taken
up through the Temple system to bring awareness among the devotees.

5.Commercialization of activities in Temples should be mini-
mized.

6.Mula Mantra Parayanam shall be ensured in all the Temples to
keep the spiritual powers enhanced.

7.To give emphasis on renovation and developments of Temples
in rural areas and ensure presence of Archakas for performing regular
poojas.

8.Dharmika Parishad shall stirve to create confidence through
proper administration to attract Donors and Philanthropists for the devel-
opments of Temples and propagation of Hindu Dharma.

9.Engineering wing of Endowments Department shall be strength-
ened. Ban carrying of cell phones either by the Temple staff or devotees in
the Temple.

10.To establish Panditha Parishads in each district to impart re-
fresher courses to the Archakas to improve their knowledge and perfor-
mance of poojas.

11.Decided to constitute Sub-Committees with the Members as

per their interest and experience in the respective subjects within 15 days.

sTsuKpmT 200 o pl_n? Xiv

The court asked the complainants to produce evidence to show if any girl
eloped from her home after the said interview. "How many homes have
been affected can you tell us" the Bench asked while enquiring whether the
complainants had daughters. When the response was in the negative, they
shot back, "Then how are you adversely affected?"
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By the intiative of both the Endowments Minister Shri Gade.

Venkat Reddy and the current Chief Minister Shri K. Roshiah who quickly
cleared the file to consitute the Andhra Pradesh Dharmika Parishad and in
the midst of tremendous upheaval in the state still found time to administer
oath to the members of the Dharmika Parishad on Dec 16th 2009 thus
signaling the start of the implementation process of Act 33 of 2007, in the
right earnest. The following is the report that appeared in The Hindu Dt.
17.12.2009.

Hyderabad: Dharmika Parishad, an apex body constituted with
eminent persons from various walks of life, Agama pundits and philanth
ropists for improving the administration and maintenance of charitable
Hindu Religious insitutions and Endowments, held its first inuagural meeting
here on Wednesday.

Chief minister K. Rosaiah who was the chief guest administered
the oath to 27 members of the Parishad at the inaugural session held at
Jubliee Hall.

YSR's initiative.
The new Endowment legislation 2007 with several amendments
to the earlier Act 30/1987 was passed thanks to the initiative taken by the

late Chief Minister Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy to ensure hereditary rights to
archakas and maintenenance of over 37,000 small ,neglected temples.

Dharmika Parishad was an important aspect of the amended
Act to advise the govenment on adminstration and maintenance of Temples
and ensure propagation of Hindu dharma he said.

Welfare fund.

Endowments Act had no provision to provide funds directly
for the renovation of small temples.He suggested to the Endowments
Minister Gade Venkat Reddy, who is chairman of the Parishad, to
consider using the TTD funds released to Common Good Fund through
transfer of account. Earlier, Mr Venkat Reddy said that Archakas and
other temple employees welfare fund was created with Rs. 90 crore
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Central Endowments Act in two States mooted

HYDERABAD : The Temple Protection Movement headed
by M.V. Soundararajan has suggested to the Srikrishna Com-
mittee that the Central Endowment Act be applied to both the
States. similar to the Wakf Act. in the event of its recommen-
dation for a separate Telangana State.

In a representation to Justice B.N. Srikrishna.He said
the Central Act could be implemented by enforcing the C.P.
Ramaswamy lyer Commission report which favoured transfer
of all government powers to the Dharmika Parishad. includ-
ing the Endowments Commissioner. to be constituted by the
President of India.

He requested the committee to recommend payment
of Rs.1,000 crore as compensation to be paid by the Centre to
the impoverished 'archaka’ families and for reviving temples
in the State.

Prof. Soundararajan suggested that the decisions of the
tribunal constituted by the Dharmika Parishad could be re-
ferred to the High Court of the State to which the temple be-
longed (Telangana or Andhara), if the committe recommended
separate high courts.

This formula he felt, would solve the issues pertaining
to the Tirumala and Bhadrachalam temples.
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gpsedw  Gasmr ur@sefl g ‘For Hindus,Marriage is not just a
union between a man and woman with the intention of living as man and
wife or simply a physical relationship where a man and a woman live to-
gether, bear children and raise a family. It is a much deeper bond. The
physical relationship is an essential part ddgually important is a deep
emotional bond that takes the couple towards spiritual bonding.

According to the Vedas, a marriage is a union between two bod-
ies. two minds, two hearts, and two spirits or souls that lovingly resolve to
live together.

Marriage is a union of two souls. The purpose is not restricted to
sensual pleasures that marriage offers but extends to creating the founda-
tion of a home, of having children and raising a family.

In Vedic literature, Rishi Shwetaketu has clarified that it was
needed for maintaining dignity and propriety of conduct between a
man and woman that led to the evolution of the institution of mar-
riage. Since then, it has withstood the test of time.

A Hindu marrige solemnised by chanting popular mantras is re-
ferred to as Brahm vivah - a union devoted to the eternal spirit. Manu notes
the religious importance of such a marriage.

In Manusmriti. 3/37, it is said,A son born from a Brahm vivah
absolves the sins of 21 generations.This includes 10 generations of the
past and 10 generations of the future, and current generation.

A son born from a couple married according to Brahm vivah rites
shall purify 12 generations of predecessors and 12 generations of succes-
sors.

Amongst the many benefits of marriage, friendship, companion-
ship, development of emotional maturity, sexual satisfaction, having chil-
dren, physical and emotional health and long life are the most significant.
Besides the ability to face problems together and the deep sense of attach-
ment that emerges in marriage helps promote happiness. Marriage is in-
deed the backbone of an orderly life and of society.
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According to sociological concepts "Marriage is an institution
which admits men and women to family life. It is a stable relationship in
which a man and a woman are socially permitted to have children implying
the right to sexual relations.Marriage consists of the "rules and regulations
which define the rights, duties and privileges of husband and wife, with
respect to each other".
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